
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 221 

evidently the author does not mean it to be thus understood, for he 
rgards it as inconsistent with evolution to hold that nature is a dead- 
level system and says there is no adequate reason to deny that the 
physical world rises to the level of purposive activity. But if pur- 
pose enters the natural world as a directing agency it must bring 
with it a type of relation different from, and in a sense contrary to, 
the externality of mere mechanism. The author recognizes none 
such, however ; he says there is no valid reason to deny that conscious- 
ness is an extended manifold and proposes as a name for his theory 
' ' Neo-Materialism. ' ' Chapter IX. is the least valuable and interesting 
part of an excellent book. 

Henry Wilkes Wright. 
Lake Forest College. 



The Problem of Personality. Ernest Northfield Merrington. 

London : Macmillan and Company, Limited. 1916. Pp. 220. 

An attempt to show that personality must be accepted as the ini- 
tial datum from which we may proceed to a statement of the funda- 
mental truths of philosophy and theology forms the subject-matter of 
this book. The first part of the work, which is devoted to an exposi- 
tion and criticism of recent British and American writers in whose 
theories the concept of the self has occupied an important place, 
serves as the background with reference to which the constructive 
part of the treatment is concerned. 

We pass immediately to the crucial point of the argument. The 
concept of experience has been dangerously vague. A scrutiny of 
this concept discloses the fact that the subject-object is the primary 
datum involved in all experience. The author lightly dismisses the 
difficulty in the position that if the subject-object be the initial as- 
sumption then the same reality must be ascribed to the object as to 
the subject. The subject, it is asserted, is the permanent center of 
reference for a shifting circumference of objects. Moreover, the sub- 
ject is not limited in experience to cognition ; the self which feels is 
as much the subject in experience as the knower. Self, person, con- 
sciousness, and kindred concepts are discovered to be various phases 
of the subject — "The one for whom any set of experiences is." By 
way of comment on this position we can only reiterate that argument 
which claims the advantage for experience or immediacy as the ini- 
tial datum in philosophical theory. Here experience is used ad- 
visedly to denote that vague, indefinite, unanalyzed context upon 
which a later reflection operates in making the distinction of subject 
and object. The self as subject is held to be coexistential with the 
object, both being analytically evolved from an original complex. 
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With the reality of the self established the last chapters are occu- 
pied with the deduction of a metaphysic of existence, a metaphysic of 
values, and a metaphysic of reality. The reality of an absolute self 
is found to be implied in the reality of the self. This absolute self as 
a personality is derived from the nature of the subject as experienc- 
ing meaning or values. Finally, the worlds of "existence and of 
value upon which in distinction from each other I have laid so much 
stress, coalesce in the complete expression of divine purpose and of 
absolute value. ' ' 

Savilla Alice Elkus. 

Smith College. 

Natural Rights: A Criticism of Some Political and Ethical Concep- 
tions. David G. Ritchie. Third edition. London : George Allen 
andUnwin. 1916. Pp.300. 

This book, first published in 1894 and now appearing without re- 
vision, shows inevitably the traces of controversies for the most part 
forgotten. On the other hand, not only are the general principles 
discussed of perennial interest, but in several instances particular 
problems are dealt with which are of present significance. Such, for 
example, is the consideration of the propriety of limiting the hours 
of work of railway employees, and of the extent to which liberty 
should be interfered with in the prevention of strikes. 

The theoretical argument of the book is as follows: An appeal is 
made to natural rights when no legal basis can be found for the at- 
tainment of certain desired ends, or, more particularly, for the relief 
of what is felt to be oppression. The term "natural rights" is am- 
biguous. Of the various senses in which it has been used, the only 
legitimate one for political purposes is that of "the more funda- 
mental rights which would be guaranteed by a society which was as 
it ought to be." The determination of the duty of society in this 
matter is based upon considerations of utility alone, and is relative 
to given circumstances. The greater part of the book is occupied with 
a discussion of particular "natural" rights, and is an illuminating 
commentary upon the difficulties of reconciling actual American prac- 
tise (based upon utility) with American principles (based upon ab- 
stract and absolute rights). 

Harriett Bradley. 
New York City. 
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REVUE PHILOSOPHIQUE, March, 1916. Le reve dans la lit- 
terature moderne (pp. 209-274) : Y. Delage. -The writer considers 
the use made of dreams in the writings of many nineteenth-century 



